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^2  HOUSEHOLD  CALElTDiLR 


A  Look  at  Laundry  Bqaipment 


L  i  £3  R  A  R  Y 

F8-E  C  E  I  V  E  D 

^  DEC  2  3  1937  ^ 

A  dialogue  iDetween  Miss  Rutla  Yan  Deman,  Bureau  of  Home  Sconomics, 
Mr.  Morse  Salisl^ury,  Office  of  Information,  delivered  in  mie  Department  of  Agri- 
culture period  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  "broadcast  Toy  ^  network„'„aC^iLj 
associate  i'BC  stations,  Thursday,  Decerater  l6,  1937'  ■  ■ 


MR.  SALISBTjaY; 

Here  we  a.re  around  to  Thursday  again  -  home  economics  day.:   And  here  again 

is  Ruth  Van  Deman  ready  to  report  on  what's  new  in  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 
Ruth,  the  air  is  yours  for  —  ■  - 

MISS  VAII  miiM:  •■■ 
Don't  let  the ,  Christmas  spirit  r^an  away  with  you,  Morse. 


MR.  SALISBURY;  ■  ' 

No  danger.     The  air  is  yours  for  10  minutes. 

MISS  VAi-I  Da^AI^T; 

O.K.     I  can  say  a  lot  in  10  minutes.    Morse,  do  you  helong  to  the  S.P.C.H.E? 
MR.  SALISBURY; 

The  what?  ■  .         '     '  '  " " 

MISS  VAN  DEMAI\T:  ■     "  '  ' 

The  S.P.C.H.E. 

MR.  SALISBURY;  •  :  . 

Societj'-  —  for  Prevention  — 

MISS  VAI'T  DEMAN; 

Of  Cruelty  —  yes  —  ■  - 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

To  Home  Economists. 

MISS  VAN  DEFiAM; 

No.    Household  Equipment.    Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  House- 
hold Equipment. 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

Oh,  sure.     I  joined  at  a  very  early  age. 

MISS  VAI^T  DaiAI-T: 

But  this  is  a  new  society,  Morse. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

_        That's  what  you  think.    As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  sub  rosa  chapters  in 
existence  over  30  years  ago  -  at  least  in  Eldorado,  Kansas,  to  my  personal  know- 
ledge. 


(over) 
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So? 
SALISBURY: 


Yes,  the  household  "broom  was  responsible  for  my  joining. 

::ISS  VAIT  DSLAIT; 

The  'broom? 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

I  felt  so  sorry  for  the  "broom  I  could  hfi.rdly  "bear  to  sweep  the  front  steps. 
I.QSS  VAIT  JMiMl: 

Oh,  I  see.    And  so  sorry  for  the  wringer  that  you  could  hardly  "bear  to  turn 
it  on  wash  day. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Sure.    Those  old  gears  did  grind  when  I  didn't  give  'em  oil  eno'C^gh. 
HISS  VAII  DS.^^!: 

iind  how  your  mother  did  scold  wlien  you  gave  'em  too  much  oil,-  and  it  got 
on  the  clean  white  clothes. 

MR.  S.-^LIS3URY:  •  ■. 

I  don't  remember  a"bout  that, 

MISS'^yAIT  D5i:iAH; 

I  remem'oer  one  time  I  got  hold  of  the  oil  can.     I  thou^Lit  if  a  little  was 
good,  more  v/as  "better,    T7hat  a  mess. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

VJell,  those  pains  of  our  childhood  have  gone  where  the  woodbine  twineth. 
I  understand  the  new  power  washers  and  wringers  h^ve  enclosed  gears. 

MISS  VAIT  mm: 

Yes,  the  raan^xf acturers  are  doing  all  they  can  to  raaJce  fneir  machines  fool- 
proof.   But  we  still  have  a  lot  to  learn  a"bout  choosing  and  using  machines. 

SALISBu^.Y: 

That  why  you're  reviving  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Household  Equipment? 

MISS  VAIT  DBI,iAIT;  '        '  •  ' 

I'm  not  really  the  reviver,  Morse.     I  just  picked  up  that  idea  the  other 
day  from  something  I  was  reading  on  the  care  of  m.ochanical  devices.     TMs  writer 
Was  contending  that  v/e  have  to  replace  the  cords  and  plugs  on  electric  irons 
oftener  than  need  be,  if  we  just  handled  them  better.     So  when  our  new  laundry 
bulletin  came  from  the  printer  the  other  day  — 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Another  new  bulletin,  Ruth? 

MISS  VAIT  DEMAH: 

Practically  new.     It  has  the  old  title  -  "Methods  and  Equipment  for  Home 
Laijndering."     But  Miss  Holbrook  has  rewritten  all  the  part  on  equipment,   to  cover 
the  new  types  of  power  washing  machines  and  wringers,  and  spinner  driers   


~  3  - 

MH.  .  SALT  53 

Spinner  driers?     Same  thing  as  extractors?  •  , 

.  ?nss  TO  m'jc.]: 

Same  tlaing.    A  n-uralDer  of  the  electric  v/ashing  machines  are  now  equipped 
with  a  spinning  "basket  that  whirls  the  water  out  hy  centrifugal  force  and  leaves 
the  clothes  "damp  dry."     Some  machines  are  so  arranged  that  you  can  .wash,  rinse, . 
and  extract  the  water  from,  the  clothes  all  in  the  same  .tulDw 

SALISBURY:  ;   ;  ' 

=iuite  a  long  jump  from  our  old  wringer  fastened  to  the  side  of  a  galvanized 
■  iron  tuD.    '  '  .  ■  ■    ■  ■ 

MISS  VA17  D5:;iA,lT; 

Quite.    iTow  there  a„re  so  many  of  these  machines  for  doing  the  v/a.shing  an.d 
ironing  that  a  woman  is  sometimes  a  hit  confused  to  laiovir  vihich  ■  to  'o.uy.     So  Miss 
Holhrook  has  gone  right  dovm  the  line,  listing  the  different  types  and  giving  the 
points  to  Watch  for  in  each.  ;  h,  ;  ",.  '.■ , 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

?or  example.  .  ■  ,  ■ 

MISS  VAIT  33mAJT; 

There  are  three  types  of  electric  v/ashing  machines  —  the  cylinder,  the  . 
vacuura  cup,  and  the  agitator.    iTat-urally  "being  a  Governfnent  ag,ency,  we  don't  talk 
ahout  them  under  their  trade  names.    3ut  in  choosing  any  kind  of  a  washing  machine, 
you  i.vant  to  check  on  its  performance  and  ca.pacity,  its  operating  cost,  and  its  ■ 
safety, 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

The  dealer  of  course  knows  the  capacity  —  ;  _       "         .-  : 

MISS  VAII  im^A^: 

The  manufacturer  indicates  the  correct  load  for  every  machine  he  makes.  A 
medium  size  home  washer  holds  from  5  to  S  pounds  of  dry  clothes.     That's  a"bou.t  5 
to  8  single  cotton  sheets.     If  you  ovex-load  a  v/asher  it's  hard  on  the  clothes  and  ■ 
hard  on  the  machine. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Cruelty  to  household  equipment. 

MISS  VAi:  maM:  ■  ■ 

Exactly. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

I  suppose  the  v/ater  capacity  is  indicated  also. 

MISS  VAI"  DBIvIAIT; 

Yes.     It's  just  as  important  to  check  on  the  water  capacity  as  the  clothes 
capacity.    On  the  farm  especially  sometimes  water  runs  short. 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

And  that  isn't  only  Y/hen  there's  a  drought. 


HISS  VAIT  DSIAIT: 

ITo,  v/orse  luck.    TTell,  some  raacliines  take  more  water  than  others  and  yet 
wash  no  more  efficiently.    And  each  machine  iias  its  cleansing  time. —  the  numter 
of  minutes  you  should  run  it  to  wash  the  load  of  clothes. 

Then  there's  the  question  of  good  framev/ork  -  steel,  v/ell  oraced  and  welded. 
And  with  no  sharp  edges  to  cut  the  fingers  or  tear  the  clothing. 

HR.  SALIS3URY: 

A  safety  precaution.    And  so  of  course  is  electrical  insulation. 
MISS  YM  SEIvIAIT; 

Oh  my  yes.    If  the  electrical  parts  aren't  thoroughly  insulated,  the  electric 
current  will  leak  off  to  the  ground  through  the  "body  of  the  machine.    And  anyone 
touching  it  might  get  a  very  nasty  shock. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Especially  dangerous  when  the  liands  are  wet. 

MISS  7M  mm: 

As  they  generally  are  on  v/ash  day.    Then  it's  well  to  look  at  the  v/ritten 
guarantee  on  the  electric  connections  and  wiring.     It  should  state  clearly  how 
long  they  are  good  for.    Then  it's  only  fair  for  the  user  of  the  machine  to  have 
new  cords  put  in  when  that  time  limit  is  up. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Safety  first,  again. 

MISS  VAI'T  SmiAIT; 

Yes.  .  Worn  out  electric  wiring  is  likely  to  cause  short  circuits  and  "blow 
out  fuses. 

MR.  SALISBu-RY: 

As  I  Ivnow  from  sad  experience. 

MISS  VAiT  SSvlAI'T: 

Well,  those  are  just  a  few.  of  the  things  a  meraher  of  the  S.P.C.H.S.  thinks 

ahout  when  she  "buys  and  uses  an  electric  washer.    ITow  the  new  style  ironing 
machines  — 

MR.  SALIS3IP.Y: 
Mangles? 

MISS  VAN  DS/iAIxT: 

They  don't  seem  to  he  called  that  very  much  any  more.    Mangle,  doesn't  give 

the  right  idea  of  the  finished  ironing  that  the  new  machines  turn  out.    You  laiow 

there's  a  presser  type  and  a  rotary  t;rpe. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

Presser  type?     Something  like  those  padded  affairs  the  dry  cleaner  uses  for 
pressing  men' s  suits? 


i 

I 
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:.iISS  VAII  '  '  ' 

Tliat's  it.    Two  padded  metal  Tooards.    The  upper  one  is  lieated  and  works  on 
a  hinge.     It  clamps  down  on  the  lower  hoard  like  a  great  hig  hot  iron. 

MR.  SALIsguEY;  '  '  '/ 

And  the  rotary  type.    I  suppose  there  you  jusf  feed  the  clothes  into 
rollers? 

MISS  VAI'  SaiAIT; 

between  a  padded  roller  and  a  heated  shoe.    Plere  again  of  course  the  machine 
must  he  shock  proof,  and  the  electrical  parts  thoroughly  insulated.    Also  for 
safety  there  must  he  a  way  to  stop  the  machine  instantly  and  release  the  pressure, 
in  case  the  clothing  or  the  fingers  get  caught. 

Ma.  SALISBURY: 

Ruth,  do  you  think  it  pays  the  average  home  to  have  one  of  these  ironing 
machines? 

MISS  VAIT  D3MAJI; 

That's  a  good  Scotch  question,  Morse.    The  ansv/er  depends  of  course  on  how 
much  ironing  there  is  to  do.    And  v/hether  there's  a  good,  cheap,  commercial 
laundry  service  to  he  Imd.     The  same  is  true  if  you're  buying  a  washing  machine. 
It  pays  to  check  up  on  all  that,  hefore  huying  aiiy  of  this  power  equipment. 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

Yes,  of  course.    That's  the  sensible  way  to  figure  it. 

MISS  VAIT  D5MAIT; 

But  it's  different  with  an  electric  iron»    Every  household  needs  one  of 
them.    That  is  of  course  every  household  with  electricity  laid  on,  as  the  British 
say. 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

I've  heard  that  some  v/omen  even  carry  an  electric  iron  around  with  'em 
when  they  travel. 

MISS  YM 

Some  do,  hut  I'm  not  one  of  them.    But  I  do  want  a  good  safe  electric  iron 
handy  v/here  I  live.    The  newer  types  have  a  number  of  safety  devices. 

MR.  SALISBURY; 

Automatic  shut-off? 

MISS  VAH  DS^AIT; 

Automatic  shut-off  to  keep  it  from  getting  too  hot.    And  an  adjustable 
switch  so  you  can  set  it  for  the  heat  you  want.    Some  models  have  a  permanently 
attached  cord  coming  out  of  the  side  of  the  iron.    That  does  away  with  the  plug 
at  the  back  of  the  hajidle.    And  the  cord  doesn't  get  so  tangled  up  with  the 
clothes  on  the  ironing  board.    Also  for  the  old  style  cords  there  are  special  at- 
tachments that  hold  the  cord  up  out  of  the  way. 

MR.  SALISBURY: 

These  inventors  are  always  just  one  step  ahead  of  us.    Ruth,  you  almost 
make  me  want  to  go  out  and  buy  one  of  those  irons  for  a  Christmas  present. 


MISS  m-u^^i 

Such  was  not  rn^  intention,  Iviorse.    But  I  can  think  of  Christmas  presents  a 
lot  less  useful* 

I  can  see  "by  the  look  in  your  eye  the  10  minutes  are  up.     Clock  eyed? 
Here's  the  laundry  "bulletin  if  you  v/ont  to  rejjeat  the  title.    A:id  I'll  Toe  saying 
good-bye  until  next  Thrursday. 


